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LOK SABHA 


The following Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on the 5th 

August, 1966: — 

Bill No. 49 of 1966 

A bill to provide for the repeal of the Tea Districts Emigrant Labour 
Act, 1032, and for matters connected therewith. 

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Seventeenth Year of the 
Republic of India as follows: — 

1. This Act may be called the Tea Districts Emigrant Labour shorttitle. 
(Repeal) Act, 1966. 

2. The Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Act, 1932. is hereby repeal- Repeal ot 

, Act 22 oF 

ec *. 1932, 

3. Notwithstanding the repeal of the Tea Districts Emigrant s«ring». 
Labour Act, 1932, by section 2, and notwithstanding anything to the 
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contrary contained in the said Act,— 

(a) every emigrant labourer in whose case, on the 3rd day 
of August, 1960, a period of three years from the date of his 
entry into Assam had not expired, 

( b) every emigrant labourer entering Assam on or after 5 
the 3rd day of August, 1960, being the date of the Agreement 
arrived at at the Ninth Session of the Industrial Committee on 
Plantations, and before the commencement of this Act, and 

(c) every emigrant labourer who is in Assam immediately 
before the commencement of this Act and whose right of re- I0 
patriation has not been waived or forfeited by agreement or 
otherwise under any provisions of the said Act, 

shall, as from the date of expiry of a period of three years from 
the date of his entry into Assam, whether such expiry occurs before 
or after the commencement of this Act, have the right to be repat- 
riated, and may be repatriated, under the said Act, as if it had not 
been repealed and the provisions of the said Act in so far as they 
relate to the enforcement of the right of repatriation of emigrant 
labourers shall continue to apply as if for the references therein to 
the Controller, references to the State Government of Assam or 20 
an officer authorised by that Government in this behalf had been 
substituted: 

Provided that no such emigrant labourer shall have the right to 
be so repatriated unless he makes an application in this behalf— 

(a) within a period of six months from the commencement 25 
of this Act, where the aforesaid period of three years has expir¬ 
ed before such commencemenf, or 

(b) within a period of six months after such commencement, 
where the aforesaid period of three years expires after such 
commencement. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

The Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Act, 1932 regulates recruit¬ 
ment of workers for tea gardens in Assam from outside the State and 
their repatriation. Experience gained in the working of the Act for 
the past few years has shown that it is no longer necessary to con¬ 
tinue in existence the pattern of assisted emigrant labour, for tea 
gardens in Assam, as conditions which justified the introduction of 
the scheme about thirty years ago, have greatly altered during the 
intervening period. It is, therefore, proposed to repeal this Act. 
Any residual functions after the repeal of the Act that may be left 
over are proposed to be entrusted to the Government of Assam by 
making an express provision to that effect in the repealing Act. 

New Delhi; JAGJIVAN RAM. 

The 5th May, 1966. 


PRESIDENT’S RECOMMENDATION UNDER ARTICLE 117 OF 
THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

lCopy of letter No. 6/15/65-PL, dated the 21st July, 1966 from 
Shri Jagjivan Ram, Minister of Labour. Employment and Rehabilita¬ 
tion to the Secretary Lok Sabhal. 

The President having been informed of the subject matter of the 
Bill to provide for the repeal of the Tea Districts Emigrant Labour 
Act, 1932, and for matters connected therewith, recommends the 
introduction of the Bill in the Lok Sabha under article 117(1) of the 
Constitution of India. 
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 

The repeal of the Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Act, 1932, will 
entail abolition of a cess known as Emigrant Labour Cess leviable 
under section 5 of that Act, The cess is payable in respect of the 
entry into Assam of each assisted emigrant as defined in section 2(f) 
of that Act by the employing interest on whose behalf he is re¬ 
cruited, The proceeds of the cess are credited to a fund called the 
Emigrant Labour Fund which is utilised for meeting expenditure 
on the Organisation of Controller of Emigrant Labour and for ad¬ 
ministering the Act. With the repeal of the Tea Districts Emigrant 
Labour Act, the Organisation of the Controller of Emigrant Labour 
will be wound up'and so there will be no need for the levy of the 
Emigrant Labour Cess. After the repeal of the Act, any residual 
functions that may be left over will be entrusted to the Government 
of Assam but this will not entail any expenditure from the Conso¬ 
lidated Fund of India. 


S. L. SHAKDHER, 
Secretary. 
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